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must disappear; and along with this, by logical
necessity, all moral government of the living
portion of the universe. It seemed impossible to
distinguish the position of Edwards from that of
Spinoza, expressed in the language of a different
school. But some perhaps see in these objections,
strongly felt at the time, only the rash conceit of
inexperienced youth.

Sin and guilt inherited on account of the mis-
deed of another, accordingly, seemed to remain a
difficulty, not got rid of at least by this expedient
of Edwards. For it appeared to contradict the
moral axiom that individuals cannot be respon-
sible for what they did not originate. That
the human inhabitants of this planet fail to
reach the divine ideal of goodness was a fact
of experience; but then this way of accounting
for the fact seemed to absolve them of responsi-
bility for it, by making sin a physical disease,
naturally transmissible. Also the endless exist-
ence of wicked persons, implied in endless punish-
ment, was a mystery which the philosophy of
Edwards seemed to aggravate, by making the
conversion of a few of them to goodness the
issue of arbitrary divine selection, instead of a
universal divine love. Faith in omnipotent good-houterfect goodness ofhen the end of October.     Its  popula-
